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The followlng air a ctivity and aireraft were observed st Prand airfield
between 10 November and 22 December 1953:

o Novexr{be':g:;° Although there was a dense high fog and poor visibility,

Tlying was practiced by swept-back jet aircraft which took off and landed
individually. The airara{t remained aloft for about 15 minutes. Only two

nireraft were observed simultaneously sloft. One aireraft Tlew below the

leyer of fog while the other aircraft flew either atove or in the fog as

1% could not be cbserved., 1

AL November, Between noon and 2 p.m., thers was air activity by aircraft
whose engines had been dismantled on the preceding days. Nine aircraft
sach were repeatediy observed flying in flight wedge formetions for atout
30 minutea duration. 2

A2 November. Between noon and 7 p.m., there was intensive air wativity
by sircraft flying individually and in elements of twe . Usually 5 or 6
aircraft were observed zloft at the same time. There was a 9/10 overcast
and visibility of about 2 km, The airfield lights were switched on st
nightfall.

A3 November, Petween 5 p.m, anf 8 p.n., individual flights were made by
swept-back jet aircraft. The sky was 9/10 overcast at an altituds of sbout
200 meters and visibility was limited to about 4 kn. :

A4 and 15 November, No air activity was observed. The weather was dull., 1

16 Yovember, Between 4 pem. and 11 Polis, there was irtensive sir sctivity

oy individual aircraft which remained aloft for about 20 minutes, Seven or

3 alrcraft were simultenecusly otserved aloft. An accident occurred at

about 103155 p.m. when & swept-back jet aircraft approached for landing at

a distance of 800 to 1,00C meters from the eastern eund of the runvay.

Suddenly, conss of fire emenated from the fuselage to all sides, while

% crackling, rattling and vhizzing noise wes heard similar %o the noise

sroduced by exploding emmunition. The aireraft ground looped several times | ‘

»»d then crashed. I mediately after the accident, several red giound
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gignals were fired fron: several sides of the airfield and sore notor
vehicles moved o the scene of accident. During the secnnd half of
Noverber, the wrecked aireraft was observed jJust north of the frand-
Krausnick road, or sprnroximately in the middle tetween the end of the
ranway and the new berrier. The aircraft lay on its blackened fuselsge
and the landing gear was not extended. 3 ¢

17 November. Intensive night flying activity was obeerve& from 5 pernie
until after ridnight. A}l the aircraft involved headed northwest and
returned from that direction, The positionlights had the usual colors.
Cnly a few white lamps were switched on along the runway whils the
airfield was not liphted. )

18 to 20 November, No air activity was observed. There was a clcsed ceiling,
raln and fog. Four alert airdraft were observed at the eastern end of the
runway and an additional 24 1'iG-~15 or U-liG-~158 were parked on the dispersal
areas of the southern taxiway. . :

23 November, There was no air setivity. The weather was qull and foggy.
25 November, Petween 9 a.z. and 1 p.m., soie swept=back Jet aireraft were
towed %o the firing ranpge where six rounds each were consecutively fired
frowm the individual aircraft cannons.

26 November. Wo air activity wes observed, There was fair and frosty ‘
weather . Piring was again practiced on the target range by 1'1G-15 or U-}1iG-l5s
a8 on the preceding day. The practices were continued after nightfall, while
lie aireraft illwuineted the target with searchlights.

27 Novenmber, The zeroing-in of aircraft armament was being continued on
the target range. Sach aireraft fired six rounds and subsequently mads one
Jocal flight,

28 Novenber, Vo air activity was observed at the field. Thers was
a 7/10 overcast at an altitude of about 200 meters.

29 Noverber to. 2 December., Wo flights were made.

3 Decerber. About 25 individual flights vere made by aircraft fitted with
auxiliary fuel tanks, The aireraft remalned aloft for about 25 minutes.
Trere was a 2/10 overcast and clear vsather,

4 Decamber, Betwsen 11 a.n. and 3 per., light air aclivity was c¢onducted
by swept-back jet aircraft.

6_to_ 22 December. lo air activity was conducted on days with duli weather.
If the weather was favorable, hcwever, flying wae practiced. On 19 Decenper,
air activity was very intensive. Petween © a.m. and 3 poh., individual and
formation flights were made, including e¢lements of two , with a distance

of 50 meters between the two aircraft, and formations of five aireraft
flying in two elements and one airsraft behind. These groups of aireraft
practiced - change of formations. Eight FiG-1l5 or U-iiG-15s without
auxilisry fuel tanks were also observed aprrosching the field indlvidualiy
and aft of each other. The mireraft dived at an angle of 45 degress rrom &n
altitude of about 1,600 mehers. They crossed the alrfield at a low altitude
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akd subseguently soomed for making another atéack. The exdrcise was
rApeated T to 10 times. Durimg the #¥r actlvity, a U-HiG-15 %]
|_:|was obserded aloft towing a sldevo target, The slacvs oo
was reldased over the field at each return.

After 17 Dacember, 20 swept-baok Jet alrcraf% were observed paked on the

dispersal aref along the souther taxivay and an additional 4 ale#d aircraft

at the end of the runway. 1

2. Dring the fireh half of November, the engines of swept-back jet aireraft

were belgk dismantled and, affer some hours, again fitted in the adrcraft,

3. At the beginning of tovemborg a fourstrand powar line was being lafd
along the Brand-Krabvshick raqed to the Krausnick radi® instsilation. 4_|
In Decembery 60 %orkers were employed at the field. |

nuary 1954. Trucks | |
vere observed enfering

that more workers :

and Ieavinhg the fiela.

4. OB 11 Novembe, 16 MiG~-15 or U-M#G-15s ware observed near the gight
control station at the fleldg A swept=back jet aireraft took off st 12:30
Polls and again landed at 12:50 pure T swept-back jel atroraft book off
at 1:15 p.r. and additional aiwfrart followed. There was Intensive sir

gctivity up %o 2 pom. Subseqflertly, no flighta were made. At 5;3C p,h.,
the runvey lights were switched on and 2 rotary searchlight in the eastern
section of the field was in oparetions About 9 a.m. on 16 November, there

was apparently no actfvity at the field. The runway and quartering bulldings

were lighted arcund 8 p.i. o aim aotivity was observed st the Figld,

5. COn 11 November, a radio instgflation with one mest and & pertaining radio
truck parked in a wooden shid were observed about 200 meters south of the
TEV-45 DF station. A Knifersst-bype radar set was observed being located
arproximately in Jagen (for&st—zubdistriu‘b) 69, Closeby was another padar
set, poseibly a Dupbo-type sots

J | | Comment,, EBrand airfield is occupied by a fighter regiment equipped
with 30 to 35 MiGel5s. Of the edp activity observed, the f1¥phts made on

10 November during bed weather and the diving exereises on 19 December
are notewsthy.

2. Comment, The engines involved were oilthef exchanged afisr the usual
mmber of £11ght hours or replated by an iuproved engine model, It is slso
belle®ed possible that, as a reBult of the crash on 5 October near Zerbst,
the number of rutining houps for aihckaft engines wis reddiced, thus meking
an exchange of a ldrge mmber of englnes neceasery Bt the same time.

Compare inforz#ition on the excharge of aireraft engines &|Neur‘mpin airfield

betusen 10 and 23 Novembar 1953, |
3o | Cormerf, From the desc*ip®on given, the trash was possibly caused
& break of the turbine. The fragments of the bursting gngins possibiy

" made holes In the fuselage thyo vhieh th& flames &wanated. It appears
ie88 probable they Hion g ded after the engine had ‘burst. The
aceident has not been co@med '
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25X1A be | Conment. The outer low frequency beacon is located near Krsusnick.

@ PAV-45 DF station is located about 1,000 meters east of the east end
of the runway. The single-mast radic installation located 200 meters south
of the DF station is the inner low frequency beacon. It is believed that a
Kniferest-type radar set, a Fishnet-type radar set, and possibly a Dumbo=
type radar set are located at the field.
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